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Background

• 2018 Review of the Electoral Area "F" OCP 
Bylaw recommended that an updated 
technical assessment of geotechnical 
hazards in the West Bench / Sage Mesa 
area be completed.

• This review was completed in 2021 and 
contained a number of recommendations.
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Background

Recommendations included:

• Incorporate results into land use bylaws; 

• Introduce a Soil Removal and Deposit Bylaw; 

• Develop Geotechnical Report requirements; 

• Develop Best Management Practices; and

• Implement a public education and outreach 
program specific to geohazards.
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Background

• By developing specific Geotechnical Terms of 
Reference, some of the uncertainty associated 
with interpreting reports could be reduced and 
will help ensure that all geohazards of concern 
are addressed in a consistent manner.

• It is recommended that geotechnical reports 
include a signed Assurance Statement 
accompanied by a checklist of technical report 
content requirements.
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Statutory Requirements

• The Community Charter allows a building 
inspector to require a property owner to 
provide a geotechnical report in support of 
a new development.

• Such a report is to be prepared by a 
qualified professional engineer or 
geoscientist and is to certify that land that 
is subject to specified hazards.
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Background

• The West Bench area has a long history of 
documented geotechnical issues (dating to 
1913).

• Previous geotechnical studies were 
completed in 1959 and 1977.

• A further review was completed in 1992 by 
the firm of Klohn Leonoff Limited 
(consulting engineers).
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Background

Klohn Leonoff Recommendations included:

• incorporate hazard mapping into land use 
bylaws;

• plan for mitigation measures such as 
development restrictions, installation of 
sewer &  storm sewers, etc.

• implement ways to inform residents of risks.

Geotechnical Report Policy Review



Geotechnical Report Policy Review



Background

• In order to inform residents of the 
geotechnical risks, the Board adopted its 
Building Permit Issuance West Bench, Sage 
Mesa, Husula Highlands, West Bench 
Estates Area Policy (1992).
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Background

• The Policy sets out the following:

➢ Building Inspector to provide applicant’s 
with a copy of Klohn Leonoff Report.

➢ Geotech reports should not be required 
for the construction of “a deck, balcony, 
shed, carport or garage that does not 
contain any plumbing fixtures.”

➢ Inspector retains discretion to require a 
geo-tech report at any time.
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Issues

• Klohn Leonoff Report (1992) is no longer the most recent review of 
conditions in the West Bench.

• A new West Bench Geotechnical Review was completed in 2022.

• Both reports are available online for review by engineers 
completing assessments in the West Bench.

• Building Inspectors have statutory authority to require geotechnical 
reports when deemed appropriate.

• The Board has not attempted to prescribe circumstances for 
requiring Geotech reports in other known hazard areas.
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Administrative Recommendation

• THAT the EA Services Committee 
recommend that the Regional District 
Board’s Building Permit Issuance West 
Bench, Sage Mesa, Husula Highlands, 
West Bench Estates Area Policy (No. 
P3740-00.02) be repealed.
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Proposed New Policy

• To respond to recommendation in 2022 
Report to “Develop Geotechnical Report 
requirements.”

• Proposed to require the inclusion a signed 
Assurance Statement with a Geotech 
report.

• Proposed to establish digital and privacy 
standards for reports.
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Greater West Bench Geotechnical Review (2022)

• It is also recommended that a publicly 
accessible database of previously completed 
geohazard and geotechnical reports … be 
made available. [This] would … ensure that 
relevant information upon which 
judgements are made regarding hazard and 
risk are made available. (s. 9.3.1)
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Proposed New Policy

• Proposed digital and privacy standards: 

➢ Public Record Acknowledgement 

➢ No personal information 

➢ No copyright or proprietary watermarks

➢ To be submitted in a digital format (.pdf 
/ no password protections)
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Consultation:

Prior to Board consideration of implementing the 
Draft Policy, the following is proposed:

• creation of a dedicated web-page providing 
an overview of the Policy, Geotechnical 
Report Library, etc.; and

• targeted notification of local engineering 
and development consulting companies 
requesting their review and feedback on the 
Draft Policy.
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Administrative Recommendation

• THAT the Geotechnical Report 
Requirements Policy be referred to local 
engineering and development consulting 
firms for feedback; 

• AND THAT the outcomes of this 
consultation process be considered by the 
Electoral Area Services Committee prior 
to Board consideration of the 
Geotechnical Report Requirements Policy.
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Administrative Recommendation

• THAT the EA Services Committee recommend that the Regional District 
Board’s Building Permit Issuance West Bench, Sage Mesa, Husula 
Highlands, West Bench Estates Area Policy (No. P3740-00.02) be 
repealed;

• AND THAT the Geotechnical Report Requirements Policy be referred to 
local engineering and development consulting firms for feedback; 

• AND THAT the outcomes of this consultation process be considered by 
the Electoral Area Services Committee prior to Board consideration of 
the Geotechnical Report Requirements Policy.
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Alternatives:

• THAT the Regional District Board’s Building Permit Issuance 
West Bench, Sage Mesa, Husula Highlands, West Bench 
Estates Area Policy (No. P3740-00.02) be repealed; 

AND THAT the Geotechnical Report Requirements Policy be 
adopted. 

• Status quo.
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Questions?
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