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Groundwater Legislation 
 and Local Government Tools 



Assisting with land use planning processes; providing information and tools 
that support decision makers, and key stakeholders. 
 
•Provide technical and policy support during Official Community Plan reviews, 
Comprehensive Community Plans, Regional Growth Strategy  
•Extension of science, mapping, workshops, capacity development (funding and expertise) 
• Policy and conservation tools Green Bylaw Toolkit, Ground bylaw language, technical advice 

Shared Planner’s Role:  



Applicable Legislation – Surface and  
Groundwater  

Canadian Fisheries Act  
Protects fish and fish habitat 
Regulates the release of deleterious substances into fish-bearing waters. 
Prohibits Harmful Alteration, Disruption or Destruction of fish habitat 
 

B.C. Water Act  / Water  Protection Act 
Part 9 of the Water Act governs all works in or about a stream. 
Works need an approval or notification, depending on the type of work. 
Is not used to regulate the use of Groundwater. 
 

Environmental Assessment Act 
         Only regulates large scale groundwater  withdrawal. (i.e mines, mills) 
  
B.C. Fish Protection Act & Riparian Areas Regulation 

Provides for protection of riparian areas. 
 

Federal Water Quality Guidelines 
Addresses drinking water and the protection of aquatic life.  

 



Green Bylaws Toolkit, 2007 Groundwater Bylaws Toolkit, 2009 
 

-Background information and data  
- Outlines Federal, Provincial and Local Government Jurisdiction 
- Policy and Bylaw Recommendations: Regional Growth Strategies (RGS), Official 
Community Plans (OCP), Zoning, Development Permits, and Subdivision Servicing. 
- Case Studies/Examples 



Background Information and Data 



Local Government  
Tools: 
Groundwater 



Local Government  
Tools: Other 
 

- Tree removal  
- Soil deposition and removal 
- Watercourse Development Permits 
- Environmentally Sensitive Development Permits 
- Conservation Zoning  
- Conservation covenants  
- RGS, OCP’s etc.  



Biodiversity  
Conservation 
Strategy (BCS): 
Update  



Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) - http://www.obwb.ca/ 
 
Green Bylaws Toolkit - 
http://www.greenbylaws.ca/images/greenbylaws_web1207.pdf 
 
Groundwater Bylaws - http://www.obwb.ca/groundwater_bylaws_toolkit/ 
 
MoFLNRO – http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd 
 
SOSCP – http://www.soscp.org 
 
Local Government Planning Staff 
 
Myself – wm.envplan@gmail.com 

Links 



Questions? 
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