
 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2026 8:51 AM 
To: ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca <ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; TACS.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
<TACS.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; Daniel.Scott@gov.bc.ca <Daniel.Scott@gov.bc.ca> 
Cc: Donegal.Wilson.MLA@leg.bc.ca <Donegal.Wilson.MLA@leg.bc.ca>; Tony.Luck.MLA@lg.bc.ca 
<Tony.Luck.MLA@lg.bc.ca>; Spencer Coyne <scoyne@princeton.ca>; Mark Pendergraft 
<mpendergraft@rdos.bc.ca>; Bob Coyne <bcoyne@rdos.bc.ca>; director.hgraham@tnrd.ca 
<director.hgraham@tnrd.ca>; mhassell@tulameen.com <mhassell@tulameen.com>; mroy@tctrail.ca 
<mroy@tctrail.ca>; Chris D'Silva <chris.dsilva@atvbc.ca>; Kristin Parsons <executivedirector@atvbc.ca> 
Subject: Nicola Valley ATV Club  
  

                                                                        Nicola Valley ATV Club 

NVATV Club Logo on Original  

                                                                       c/o 2201 Parker Drive 

                                                                       Merritt, B.C. 

                                                                       V1K 1J1 
 
 
 

Daniel Scott 

A/Director, Trails and Trail Infrastructure 

Ministry of Environment & Parks 

P.O. Box 9811 Stn. Prov. Govt.  

Victoria, B.C.  

V8W 9W1 
 

Re: Kettle Valley Railway  
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The Kettle Valley Railway is an important historic lineal monument in 
British Columbia. To willfully destroy such a heritage landmark is 
unconscionable. Facilities like the Kettle Valley Railway (KVR) are woven 
into the very fabric of our Province.  
 

On behalf of the Nicola Valley ATV Club, we, the undersigned, are writing 
to express our deepest concerns with any decision the Province is 
contemplating to close, decommission or dismantle any part of the 
Kettle Valley Rail Bed between points south of Coalmont and towards 
Merritt. Our Club, consisting of over 100 Members, strenuously objects 
to the decommissioning of this important corridor. 
 

As a recreational group who has travelled on parts of the KVR on many 
occasions, we implore the Provincial Government (our Government) to 
halt any plans to deactivate or decommission the rail bed and any 
facilities located there upon. And in fact, that the Province begins 
planning the rebuilding this important Tourism, Cultural, Heritage and 
economically significant resource. 
 

No resources or facilities owned by the Province should ever be 
destroyed, removed or decommissioned without full and proper public 
consultation. These facilities are certainly managed by the Province, but 
they actually belong to its shareholders, its citizens. Consideration for 
these shareholders comes through open dialogue and communication. 
Their voice is important, and needs to be heard. 
 



Once known throughout the World as “Beautiful British Columbia”, our 
Province is losing its global appeal. Such decisions as above, destroy our 
heritage and our recreational resources and only accelerate this fateful 
decline. 
 

This Corridor serves recreational users year round, both motorized and 
non-motorized. It’s serves as a life source to communities like Princeton, 
Tulameen, Granite City and Coalmont (formerly) through safe easy 
recreational; hiking, biking, quadding and snowmobiling access. 
Members of our Club have attended two recent ATVBC Events in 
Princeton, as well as our own Camp & Ride in Coalmont. Participants 
spent money in each of these communities.  
 

Once these KVR facilities are decommissioned you will have destroyed 
an important resource that can never be replaced. Facilities that have 
been enjoyed by citizens of British Columbia for decades. 
 

We implore you to reconsider, to respect the will of British Columbians 
and to develop a plan for the future of these facilities with full public 
communication and input. We offer our Club’s willingness to participate 
in such a public process. 
 
 

Respectfully, 
 
Original Signed by Kevin Joinson 
 



Kevin Joinson, President 
 
Original Signed by Wayne Weisse 
 

Wayne Weisse, Vice President 
 
 

DBF 

 

cc:  

Honourable Tamara and Davidson, Ministry of Parks & Environment 

ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 

Honourable Anne Kang, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sports 

- 

TACS.minister@gov.bc.ca 
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MLA Donegal Wilson, Boundary-Similkameen 

- 

Donegal.Wilson.MLA@leg.bc.ca 

 

MLA Tony Luck, Fraser- Nicola 

- 

Tony.Luck.MLA@leg.bc.ca 

 

Mayor Spencer Coyne, Town of Princeton 

- 

scoyne@princeton.ca 

 

Chair Mark Pendergraft, Regional District Okanagan-Similkameen 

- 

mpendergraft@rdos.bc.ca 

 

Director Bob Coyne, Area H Representative, RDOS 

- 

bcoyne@rdos.bc.ca 

 

Director Herb Graham, Area N Representative, TNRD 

- 

director.hgraham@tnrd.ca 
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Mardi Hassell, President, Tulameen Community Club 

- 

mhassell@tulameenbc.com 

 

Mathieu Roy, CEO Trans Canada Trail 

- 

mroy@tctrail.ca 

 

Chris D’Silva, President, ATVBC 

- 

Chris.dsilva@atvbc.ca 

 

Kristin Parsons, Executive Director, ATVBC 

- 

executivedirector@atvbc.ca 
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